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agreement, e.g., whether the hire-rent is payable in
advance or arrear and whether each instalment is of
more than £10. If the periodical payment is payable in
advance or is less than £10 in amount, it is submitted
that no offence would be committed by a bankrupt hirer
entering into the agreement, as he would not be obtaining
credit for more than £10. This interpretation of the law
was accepted by Sir Gervais Rentoul, K.C., Metropolitan
Police Magistrate, in a case which came before him on
the 2nd April, 1936, but is not reported. There appears
to be no reported case.
A hirer may also commit a kindred offence, viz., that of
obtaining credit by false pretences or fraud when in-
curring any debt or liability, under section 13 of the
Debtors Act, 1869 (k).
section 7—forcible entry
It is a misdemeanour both at Common Law (/) and by
Statute (m) to enter forcibly upon any lands and tene-
ments without due warrant of law. This is an offence
which hire-traders are very liable to commit when seeking
to retake possession of goods let on simple hire or hire-
purchase. It has been fully dealt with in Chapter 2 («).
It is punishable by fine and imprisonment. Many hire-
purchase agreements in the past contained a clause
entitling the owner in certain circumstances to enter the
hirer's premises in order to retake possession of the hired
goods and if necessary to break open inner and outer
doors for the purpose. Whether or not such clause is
void as being a licence to commit a crime has been
discussed in Chapter 2, but now, as regards hire-purchase
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